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General Linguistic Range

C2

Can exploit a comprehensive and reliable mastery of a very wide range of language to formulate thoughts precisely, give emphasis,
differentiate and eliminate ambiguity... No signs of having to restrict what he/she wants to say

C1

Can select an appropriate formulation from a broad range of language to express him/herself clearly, without having to restrict
what he/she wants to say.

B2

Can express him/herself clearly and without much sign of having to restrict what he/she wants to say.

Has a sufficient range of language to be able to give clear descriptions, express viewpoints and develop arguments without much
conspicuous searching for words, using some complex sentence forms to do so.

Bl

Has a sufficient range of language to describe unpredictable situations, explain the main points in an idea or problem with
reasonable precision and express thoughts on abstract or cultural topics such as music and films.

Has enough language to get by, with sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with some hesitation and circumlocutions on
topics such as family, hobbies and interests, work, travel, and current events, but lexical limitations cause repetition and even
difficult with formulation at times.

A2

Has a repertoire of basic language which enables him/her to deal with everyday situations with predictable content, though he/she
will generally have to compromise the message and search for word.

Can produce brief everyday expressions in order to satisfy simple needs of a concrete type: personal details, daily routines, wants
and needs, requests for information. Can use basic sentence patterns and communicate with memorized phrases, groups of a few
words and formulae about themselves and other people, what they do, places, possessions etc. Has a limited repertoire of short
memorized phrases covering predictable survival situations; frequent breakdowns and misunderstandings occur in non-routine
situations.

Al

Has a very basic range of simple expressions about personal details and needs of a concrete type.




OVERALL “S™NN¢ COMPREHENSION

Has no difficulty in understanding any kind of spoken language, whether live or broadcast, delivered at fast native speed

©2

c1 Can understand enough to follow extended speech on abstract and complex topics beyond his/her own field, though he/she
may need to confirm occasional details, especially if the accent is unfamiliar.

Can recognise a wide range of idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms, appreciating register shifts.
Can follow extended speech even when it is not clearly structured and when relationships are only implied and not signalled
explicitly.

B2 Can understand standard spoken language, live or broadcast, on both familiar and unfamiliar topics normally encountered in
personal, social, academic or vocational life. Only extreme background noise, inadequate discourse structure and/or
idiomatic usage influence the ability to understand.

Can understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech on both concrete and abstract topics
delivered in a standard dialect, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation.

Can follow extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar, and the direction of the
talk is sign-posted by explicit markers.

B1 Can understand straightforward factual information about common everyday or job related topics, identifying both general
messages and specific details, provided speech is clearly articulated in a generally familiar accent.

Can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure
etc., including short narratives.

A2 Can understand enough to be able to meet needs of a concrete type provided speech is clearly and slowly articulated.
Can understand phrases and expressions related to areas of most immediate priority (e.g. very basic personal and family
information, shopping, local geography, employment) provided speech is clearly and slowly articulated.

Al Can follow speech that is very slow and carefully articulated, with long pauses for him/her to assimilate meaning.




OVERALL READING COMPREHENSION

C2 Can understand and interpret critically virtually all forms of the written language including abstract, structurally complex, or
highly colloquial literary and non-literary writings.

Can understand a wide range of long and complex texts, appreciating subtle distinctions of style and implicit as well as
explicit meaning.

C1 Can understand in detail lengthy, complex texts, whether or not they relate to his/her own area of speciality, provided he/she
can reread difficult sections.

B2 Can read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speed of reading to different texts and purposes, and using
appropriate reference sources selectively. Has a broad active reading vocabulary, but may experience some difficulty with
low-frequency idioms.

Bl Can read straightforward factual texts on subjects related to his/her field and interest with a satisfactory level of
comprehension,

A2 Can understand short, simple texts on familiar matters of a concrete type which consist of high frequency everyday or
job-related language
Can understand short, simple texts containing the highest frequency vocabulary, including a proportion of shared international
vocabulary items.

Al Can understand very short, simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and basic phrases and

rereading as required.




OVERALL SPOKEN INTERACTION

C2

Has a good command of idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms with awareness of connotative levels of meaning. Can
convey finer shades of meaning precisely by using, with reasonable accuracy, a wide range of modification devices. Can
backtrack and restructure around a difficulty so smoothly the interlocutor is hardly aware of it.

C1

Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously, almost effortlessly. Has a good command of a broad lexical repertoire
allowing gaps to be readily overcome with circumlocutions. There is little obvious searching for expressions or avoidance
strategies; only a conceptually difficult subject can hinder a natural, smooth flow of language.

B2

Can use the language fluently, accurately and effectively on a wide range of general, academic, vocational or leisure topics,
marking clearly the relationships between ideas. Can communicate spontaneously with good grammatical control without
much sign of having to restrict what he/she wants to say, adopting a level of formality appropriate to the circumstances.

Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction, and sustained relationships with native
speakers quite possible without imposing strain on either party. Can highlight the personal significance of events and
experiences, account for and sustain views clearly by providing relevant explanations and arguments.

Bl

Can communicate with some confidence on familiar routine and non-routine matters related to his/her interests and
professional field. Can exchange, check and confirm information, deal with less routine situations and explain why
something is a problem. Can express thoughts on more abstract, cultural topics such as films, books, music etc.

Can exploit a wide range of simple language to deal with most situations likely to arise whilst travelling. Can enter unprepared
into conversation of familiar topics, express personal opinions and exchange information on topics that are familiar, of
personal interest or pertinent to everyday life (e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

A2

Can interact with reasonable ease in structured situations and short conversations, provided the other person helps if
necessary. Can manage simple, routine exchanges without undue effort; can ask and answer questions and exchange ideas and
information on familiar topics in predictable everyday situations.

Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine
matters to do with work and free time. Can handle very short social exchanges but is rarely able to understand enough to
keep conversation going of his/her own accord.

Al

Can interact in a simple way but communication is totally dependent on repetition at a slower rate of speech, rephrasing and
repair. Can ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements in areas of immediate need or on very
familiar topics.




OVERALLWRITTEN INTERACTION

C2 No descriptor available

C1 Can express him/herself with clarity and precision, relating to the addressee flexibly and effectively.

B2 Can express news and views effectively in writing, and relate to those of others.

Bl Can convey information and ideas on abstract as well as concrete topics, check information and ask about or explain problems
with reasonable precision.
Can write personal letters and notes asking for or conveying simple information of immediate relevance, getting across the
point he/she feels to be important

A2 Can write short, simple formulaic notes relating to matters in areas of immediate need.

Al Can ask for or pass on personal details in written form




